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Seminar on "Europe of solidarity: our challenge for tomorrow"
(Follow-up to the European Citizens' Forum of 19-20 June 2008: 
Towards a Europe of Solidarity)
EESC, Brussels, 29 October 2008

Draft Programme


*Simultaneous interpretation: EN/FR/DE/PL/CS into EN/FR/DE

9.15–10 a.m.
Welcome and registration of the participants
10 a.m.

Opening speeches:

· Mario SEPI, President of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC)
· Commission representative for Direction General Employment, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities

· French Presidency
10.45 a.m.
From Wroclaw to Brussels: message of the European Citizens' Forum (ECF), held on 19-20 June 2008 in Wroclaw still up to date:
· Jillian van TURNHOUT, Chair of the ECF, EESC vice-President at ECF, EESC

· Rafał DUTKIEWICZ, Co-chair of the ECF, Mayor of Wrocław 
· Brenda KING, Section for Employment, Social Affairs and Citizenship President at ECF, EESC 
11.15 a.m.
Coffee break
11.30 a.m.
3 main challenges for a Europe of Solidarity - Globalisation and European social model, Youth Employment, Family policy:
· Leila KURKI, President of the Section for Employment, Social Affairs and Citizenship, EESC: Globalisation and European social model
· Vladimíra DRBALOVÁ, Vice-president of the Section for Employment, Social Affairs and Citizenship EESC: Youth Employment
· Stéphane BUFFETAUT, President of the Sustainable Development Observatory, EESC:  Family policy
· Representative of the future Czech presidency 

· General debate

1 p.m.
Lunch
2.30-3.45 p.m.
Solidarity among generations: social asset, economic needs 

Chaired by Luca JAHIER, rapporteur of the EESC opinion on Solidarity between generations, EESC
· Prof. Gérard-François DUMONT, La Sorbonne: Panorama of the demographic situation in the Member States 

· Renate HEINISCH, rapporteur of a EESC opinions on the elderly: The elderly as a resource for families 
· Marie PANAYOTOPOULOS-CASSIOTOU, President of the Family Intergroup, European Parliament: A taxation system favourable for families 

· COFACE: Conciliation of family and professional life, revalorisation of parents' role 
· General debate (15')
· Conclusions drawn by the Chairman

3.45 p.m.
Coffee break

4-5.30 p.m.
Family friendly policies as factor of economic growth 

Chaired by Stéphane BUFFETAUT, SDO President, rapporteur of the EESC opinion on The family and demographic change, EESC
· Anna ZÁBORSKÁ, President of the FEMM Committee, European Parliament: Measures to fight pauperisation of families  

· Christine BOUTIN, French Minister of Housing: Material needs of families, namely housing, motor of economic activity 
· Ursula von der LEYEN, German Federal Minister of Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth: The European Alliance for Families 
· General debate 
· Conclusions drawn by the Chairman
6 p.m. 

Press Conference
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