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	EUROPEAN COMMISSION

Education and Culture

Youth, Sport and Citizenship

Citizenship policy; "Europe for citizens"



EUROPE FOR CITIZENS FORUM 2008 OPENING CEREMONY 
-
GOLDEN STARS AWARDS

 CEREMONY 2008

Brussels, Concert Noble, Rue d' Arlon 82, 13th November, 2008, 17:00 
Programme
17.00 – 18.00
Arrival and Registration of the participants 
(Possibility to visit the Golden Stars exhibition – refreshments offered)
18.00 – 18.30
Opening of the Forum and the Golden Stars Award
Speakers: 
-
Jan FIGEL', Commissioner for Education, Training, Culture and Youth


- 
Hannu TAKKULA, Vice Chairman of the Committee on Culture and Education of the European Parliament and President of the Golden Stars Selection Jury






-
Jean-Pierre JOUYET, State Secretary for the European Affairs
18.30-20:00

Award Giving Ceremony
20.00 – 21.00

Standing Reception and Buffet with visit of the exhibition
EUROPE FOR CITIZENS FORUM 2008 

"Participation for making a Difference"
Brussels, Conference Centre "Diamant", Bld. Reyers 80, 14th November, 2008, 8:30 
Agenda

08.30 – 09.00

Registration of the participants and welcome breakfast
09.00 – 11.00

Plenary Session:

Introductory

- 
Odile QUINTIN, Director-General, Education and Culture DG  
Address:

 
Key note Speakers: 
-
High profile European personalities
What difference participation makes for Europe and Europeans: eyewitness' account  
Conclusions 

from la Rochelle:
-
European Civic Forum
Panel Debate:
Europe for Citizens programme – citizens' participation for a difference

As a follow up to the key-note speaker, the panel session will examine concrete experience of how citizen participation enriches individuals and communities and what added value it brings to Europe.
11.00 – 11.30

Coffee break

11.30 – 12.30

3 Parallel Workshops 
Workshops in the morning will be of an introductory and analytical character, i.e. outlining the general context and preparing the ground for discussion of concrete projects supported by the Europe for Citizens programme as well as other interesting examples in the afternoon. 

Workshop A "Europe on the move" 
Development of civic engagement in the European Union
Workshop will focus on an overview of development of civic participation at EU level reflecting: a) growing relevance of EU for European citizens as a result of the increase of the Community competences, b) emergence of the European civil society, c) citizens' mobilisation for European affairs. 
Workshop B "European Elections: What role for civil society?"
An opportunity at European level – a tool to engage
The added value of the European civil society for motivating and empowering European citizens to participate in the elections and to make informed choices will be discussed.
Workshop C "Innovation through participation: democratic innovations"

New, innovative forms of civic engagement
This workshop will look at the impact of new emerging forms of participation on the European citizens and European civil society organisations= deliberative polls, local referenda, e-democracy, e-participation, neighbourhood and youth councils etc.).

12.30 – 14.00

Lunch Break

14.00 – 15.30

Continuation of the 3 Parallel Thematic Sessions
Workshop A "Europe on the move" 
Concrete examples and opportunities offered through Europe for Citizens programme
Workshop B "European Elections: What role for civil society?"
Concrete examples and opportunities offered through Europe for Citizens programme
Workshop C "Innovation through participation: democratic innovations"
Concrete examples and opportunities offered through Europe for Citizens programme
15.30 – 16.00

Coffee- Break

16.00 – 17:30

Closing Plenary Session
Reports from the Thematic Sessions

Czech Presidency intervention



Outlying the activities of Czech EU Presidency in the area of active




European citizenship
Conclusions and Perspectives




-
Odile QUINTIN, Director General, DG EAC
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