Invisible Work Day
Invisible work, it counts!

In 2001, AFEAS in Canada set up the invisible work day and ever since, throughout de world, the first Tuesday of April has become a symbolic day. In 2009, it will be on Tuesday 6th April.
What is invisible work?  Invisible work, unpaid, consists of all of the work done within the family and voluntary work done in the community, whatever the status of the person.

How to make invisible work visible?  The recognition of the value of invisible work will improve the status of those who do it, generally women as mother and carers, without forgetting all forms of voluntary work in schools, hospitals, old people’s homes, sports clubs and various associations…
In 2010, it’s difficult to understand the lack of recognition and support for men and women whose contribution to their family and the community is judged essential for its development and survival?  How can we mark this day?
In 2010, we just ask to you to place a white sheet of paper on your window or send a blank mail to your friends.

A white sheet of paper, what an idea!? A white mail, what for?

A white sheet of paper, a non-work contract, a blank contract between the invisible worker and society.

A white sheet of paper, no trace, no writing, no status.

A white sheet of paper, a legal and social vacuum
A white sheet of paper, a white leaf.  A void, nothingness.
A white sheet of paper, blank, without any hope, a story to write.
A white sheet of paper, nothing to read, something to imagine.

In practice? Post a sheet of white paper (for example an A4size) on your windows, car windows. It is easy, cheap, but it may be visible if all those working behind the scenes take part. 
Send a blank mail with the following as its subject: invisible work day. Go into the street and distribute a blank page to passers-by.

Who for? All of you who are doing some manner of invisible work. 
How can this have an impact? The more there are of you, the more your work will be noticed. Of course, this is once a year. Tell your friends, your family, and your associations.  Also place a blank sheet at the window of the premises of the latter.  Spread it as much as possible.
Contact your friends who are journalists and politicians.   Send them the document.
And on the 6th of April, post your blank page!
Facebook : Join the group : « Journée mondiale du travail invisible »
An  initiative of F.E.F.A.F.

For more information : Anne Charlier-des Touches,  Responsible for relations at  Fédération Européenne des Femmes Actives au Foyer. Charlierdestouches.anne@skynet.be
FEFAF : www.fefaf.be
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AFEAS : www.afeas.qc.ca/que-faisons-nous/dossiers-prioritaires/travail-invisible/
