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EU Spanish Presidency and Disability Intergroup conference:

“Building up on the achievements of the Spanish Presidency: 
European Disability Policy in making”

Date: 23.06.2010

Time: 10.00- 11.00

 European Parliament Brussels

REPORT
Adam Kosa, President of the Disability Intergroup welcomed everyone at the conference and introduced the topic - Disability and the politics under the Spanish Presidency. The Spanish Presidency wants to share their outcomes and activities in the past 6 months. He said that when we look at 2050 we will have more old than young people living. We see the effects of communism affecting people. There are a lot of challenges when we look into the future.  He recalled Treaty and Charter of Fundamental Human Rights, pillars for disability sector to access the society.  He recalled the informal meeting in Zaragoza that he attended during the Spanish Presidency.  He added that the new motto has been adopted there: for, by and with people with disabilities. 
President invited Mr Jaime Alejandre of the Spanish Ministry of Social Affairs to present the main achievements of the Presidency. 
Mr Alejandre started by presenting the general objectives of Spanish Presidency. The most important objectives were the advancement of the work on the UN Convention and its Protocol, horizontal inclusion of disability in the new Europe 2020 Strategy and the new Disability Strategy, as well as better inclusion of people with disabilities in the policy making. 

One of the outputs of these objectives was the informal ministerial meeting on 19th of May in Zaragoza, chaired by the Minister of Health and attended by EC Vice-President Viviane Reding as well as Mr Kosa and EDF and CERMI Presidents. The participants exchanged views based on the Convention and looked into possibilities of mainstreaming disability in Europe 2020. The intersection of gender and disability were paid special attention. 

The meeting participants proposed a regular report to measure progress on implementation and share best practices. The Belgian Presidency will be using its own events to promote mainstreaming as well. 

Mr Alejandre stressed that the implementation of the Convention should go on all directions and not focus on the purely social affairs: accessibility of transport, of goods and services in the internal market, reducing of the digital gap and promotion of Design For All are also important components of it. 

One of the cornerstones of the Presidency was the approval by the Council of the Resolution on the new framework on disability. He highlighted the Resolution sections on double discrimination, the call for an award to Accessible Cities to be awarded during the next European Day of People with Disabilities, etc. 
He concluded that they want to remain proactive and that the EU 2020 Strategy’s aims cannot be achieved without inclusion of disabled people. The consultation and co-operational meeting with Belgian Presidency are to follow up. 
The President thanked Mr Alejandre for the overview and asked Coralia Catana of EDF to moderate the panel discussion between the participants. 
First, Kim Van Aken (incoming Belgian Presidency) was asked to present his Presidency’s plans for taking the Spanish advancements further. He announced that the Belgian Presidency is planning a Conference with collaboration with the European Commission on 18-19 November in Brussels, where the main subject will be the implementation of the UN Convention.  The first day of the event will be dedicated to the Civil Society. It will be an interactive debate, workshops to gather people together to discuss CRPD Article 33 mechanisms. It will be an opportunity to exchange ideas and create networks to go further on implementation of the disability framework. 
Belgium will also continue working on developing further the new Disability Framework of the EU. A roundtable on Poverty and Social Exclusion organized by the Presidency on 18-19 October will demonstrate how disability and poverty often go together. 
What will be concretely done at the EU level in terms of the new communication coming out on the Strategy? How different is it going to be this strategy from the Disability Action Plan? How do you see involvement of the Member States regarding the disability strategy?

Ima Placencia of the Disability Unit of the European Commission expressed that shaping the future of the European policy of the disability for the next 10 years is big responsibility. The document will contain actions and policies for a long period of time. The main objective will be to put in practice the UN CRPD. It is important to make sure that the disability will be addressed from the rights-based approach. The broad scope of the UN Convention will be addressed in the Strategy. EC has had various meetings and consultations with key stake holders and member states. Ten main actions have so far been identified by the Commission in the public consultation. What will be different in the Strategy is the active role of stake holders and member states, without whom it will be impossible to meet the Convention targets.

Further, the Disability Strategy actions should be linked to the targets of Europe 2020 Strategy. First flagship initiative of Europe 2020 - Digital Agenda - already reflects the intention to mainstream disability across various actions and use UN Convention as a reference. She added that another point the Commission tries to address in the Strategy is the issue of the governance aspects of the UN Convention. The Work Forum held together with Belgian Presidency will help shape the idea for this process.

Finally, the Commission hopes to be able to have more information about the situation of persons with disabilities in the years to come, emphasizing data collection, and report on the specific data. At the end of October or beginning November  the document will be published and answer all questions.

Code of conduct
EDF stated that Commissioner Reding confirmed to them that should the Code of Conduct be agreed among the Member States in the coming months, the Commission would deposit its accession to the Convention at the UN under the Belgian Presidency.
Answering a question about the stumbling blocks in the EU’s accession to the CRPD, Ima Placencia explained that the Code of Conduct that needs to be adopted by the Council before the conclusion process can be finalized. It is a document that describes the cooperation between the member states and EU in the implementation and functioning of UN Convention. UN Convention is a mixed agreement, meaning that it touches on both the exclusive competences of the Union and the Member States as well as on the shared competences. The Code describes how the EU participates in meeting, how to represent the interest of the Union in meetings and how to report on progress to the UN.  It is a very important document that sets out the modus operandi, describing practicalities. There are some things that have to be clarified in the way the EU is represented in external action in light of the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty. Although the Commission does not see the work in process as a problem as indicated in the question, but it is an exercise that requires its time. The Belgian presidency is going to continue with discussions on 19 July. 

Independent mechanisms from monitoring the UN Convention
Pilar Villarino from CERMI - disability organisation from Spain, presented the cooperation between CERMI and the Government in pushing the disability agenda through during the Presidency. There has been very good cooperation between the Spanish presidency and CERMI. She expressed the crucial role of the civil society and welcome the upcoming Belgian Presidency’s conference where the first day would be dedicated to the civil society. 

Spain was one the first countries to ratify the UN Convention and its Optional Protocol. Thanks to the early ratification of the Convention, Spain could nominate its representative for the UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, Ms Ana Pelaez, who was elected and now sits on the Committee. Spain will be first EU Member State to submit its implementation report to the Committee. 
An interministerial group was set up in Spain to implement the Convention in cooperation with CERMI. In September 2009, CERMI was appointed as the independent body to monitor the implementation of the Convention. Two reports have already been prepared by CERMI, they are available on CERMI website (www.cermi.es).

A support committee represented of various sectors of the civil society was also established. The membership of the committee is wider than disability, this helps to mainstream disability across different areas.

What will civil society do during the Belgian Presidency?

Veronique Duchenne of BDF shared the hopes that the Convention would be the engine of the future disability policies. The expectations of the civil society are very high. She stressed that CERMI has done good job, and Belgium can develop on this as well. She added that the text of the convention is fine, but it will be a challenge for many countries to structurise the participation of disabled people’s organizations in it. Unfortunately, very often, the organizations of disabled people are only invited to participate when the most important decisions have already been taken. This is to be changed! She expressed that structuring is very important to strengthen the dialogue between the civil society and official representatives. Since Lisbon, European Parliament and the national parliaments can cooperate closely, and BDF believes that there definitely are opportunities for speeding up the implementation of the CRPD. 

The High Level Group is a very good idea, but perhaps, other groups should be involved in it as well, in addition to the disabled persons’ organizations. This should help to mainstream disability. 
Answering a question on EDF expectations from the new Disability Strategy, Erzsebet Szollosi of EDF said that the success any EU presidency is always relative. When we consider it from the point of view of disabled people, the “Spanish period” was good. People with disabilities were included the civil society and listened to. Ms Szollosi recommended to future presidencies to follow these methods, working closely with civil society. She thinks we have to work still closer, because we are fighting for promoting the Rights; we need to understand each other.  In terms of EU2020, there is a lot of work to be done to mainstream disabilities issues in the remaining flagships, and the benchmark for Disability Strategy should be the UN Convention. She highlighted role of the cooperation with European Parliament, which she would like to continue with Intergroup to promote the Disability Strategy and to share the tasks.  She emphasized that we are in the same boat, and have to closely cooperate with Belgian Presidency. 
Coralia Catana handed the floor back to President for continuing the debate. 
President opened the floor from discussions. 
Liz Lynne MEP expressed her concerns about the low profile of the draft Equal Treatment Directive and asked to be put in touch with the German civil society organizations and other players who would be interested in pushing the Directive forward. 
Richard Howard MEP thanked the Spanish Presidency for putting the UN Convention at the heart of the EPSCO Resolution. He asked three questions: what will Belgian presidency do to take forward the Directive? How are the Presidencies going to protect the people with disabilities from poverty in the times of the economic crisis? Will the Commission consider taking a new angle on disability in the new Framework and focus on areas other than employment, such as personal autonomy and other difficult issues?
Kim Van Aken of the Belgian Presidency said that they are not giving up with the Directive; they have some agreements on how to split the topics into those where the agreement has been reach and those where the Member States cannot yet agree on. The German position is unpredictable.  

Ima Placencia agreed that the disability agenda in the EU must go beyond the employment discourse. At the same time, employment will continue being high on the agenda. In addition, ten main areas have been identified in the public consultation as relevant for the strategy: non-discrimination, accessibility, transport, information society, build environment, education and training, citizenship and the freedom of movement, community living, standard of living, health, participation, external action. On many of these areas, close cooperation with the Member States is needed.  The challenge is to keep all these areas in the agenda and to include the participation of all stakeholders, Member States, local authorities, disability organization and  the private sector. 
Mr Alejandre added that in order to combat poverty among people with disabilities in the times of the economic crisis, the political will is crucial. Spain has recently increased its budget for social programmes by 15 mln euros, reaching the overall budget of 205 mln euros. 
A plan against poverty and social exclusion was also adopted in the middle of the crisis. The work on the Convention is also ongoing – Spain will be the first country to be evaluated by the UN Committee on its progress towards implementation (February 2011). This will be an inspiration for other Member States. 
Elisabeth Schroedter MEP asked the Belgian Presidency not to split the Directive into political and content debate – this would be the end of it. The Germany is now approving a new decision on the inclusive school system, which is completely new to Germany and could have never been thought of before. This decision is a long-term financial and human investment into the potential of people with disabilities. Such initiatives need to be used as an example in favour of the Directive. 
Cristina Gutierrez-Cortines: The Commission has been working very hard and succeeded in many areas, but it is often blocked because of the argument of subsidiarity (i.e the need to take the decisions on the national level). Countries have to put money on the table and they naturally resist it, as much as they resist binding regulations from the EU (such as the draft Directive). However, in many other areas, the EU does succeed in bringing about effective action regardless of the constraints mentioned above (i.e environment) because there is strong leadership.

The local level government (municipalities) are hit the hardest by the crisis. Therefore, we should develop the kind of policies that are gentle on municipalities and include them in the decision-making. We need to use our human resources and explore the voluntary sector (such as university students) to include people with disabilities in the community. This can be a workable compromise.  
Mr Alejandre agreed that local-level resources should be tapped in. Synergies between different government levels must be established (if local-level programmes are not enough, the federal system must step in). 
Adam Kosa thanked all panel members, participants and intergroup members and delegates. The next meeting will be held in Strasbourg on 8 July, at 10AM. The discussion will be on violence against women with disabilities with participation of the FEMM Committee Chair, European Commission and Council of Europe.
In attendance:

Roberta Angelilli MEP; Milan Cabrnoch MEP; Antonio Cancian MEP; Bairbre de Brun MEP; Rosa Estarras Ferragut MEP; Iratxe Garcia Perez MEP; Cristina Gutierrez-Cortines MEP; Richard Howitt MEP; Adam Kosa MEP; Veronica Lope Fontagne MEP; Liz Lynne MEP; Elisabeth Schroedter MEP; Laslzo Tokes MEP
Ivanka Hristova, assistant Iotova MEP; Paolo Rasi, assistant Cancian MEP; Nelson MacKenzie, assistant McAvan MEP; F. Aisling, assistant Gutierrez-Cortines MEP; Fiona Duthie, assistant McAvan MEP ; Silvia Roggiani, assistant Toia MEP ; Biborka Adam, assistant Kosa MEP ; Nicholas Petre, assistant Lynne MEP ; Roxani Bei, assistant Rapti MEP ; Ekaterina Doncheva, assistant Iotova MEP ; Raya Petrova, assistant Iotova MEP ; Radmila Yordanova, assistant Iotova MEP ; Julia Schachov, assistant Dieter Koch MEP; Julie LeBlanc, assistant Guillaume MEP; Katharina Richars, assistant Lynne MEP
Jaime Alejandre, Spanish Ministry of Health and Social Policy; Coralia Catana, European Disability Forum; Veronique Duchenne, Belgian Disability Forum; Ima Placencia, European Commission; Erzsebet Szollosi, European Disability Forum; Pilar Villarino, CERMI; Stephanie Mattes, Austrian Permanent Representation; Delmira Seara, Spanish Permanent Representation; Ana-Maria Sanchez Salsedo, Spanish Ministry of Health and Social Policies; Marta Becerra, Spanish Permanent Representation; Mark Wheatley, European Union of the Deaf; Aleksandra Domanska, EC DG INFSO ; Marc Skreikes, EC, DG MOVE ; Alicja Osesiak, EC, DG MOVE ; Luis Alves dos Santos, Commission DG INFSO ; Peter Lambreghts, ENIL ; Carmen Epure, Lumos; Aurelie Baranger, Autism Europe; Charlotte Boetticher, EASPD; Wasilios Katsioulis, European Parliament; Maria Borouska; Ebo Lizandoi, Maury Ryac Sone Phyde; Eduardo Serra, Telefonica; Dahne Korpos, Lora Macarena, El Mundo; Astrid Mechel, Mental Health Europe; Petra Tisocaki; Pauliina Porkka, Finnish Permanent Representation; Julie Degliese, EMSP; Elisabeth Schmidt-Hieber, Inclusion Europe; Carine Marzin, RNIB; Barbara Martin Munoz, ONCE; Yirlene Loria, Burston-Marsteller; David Martin, Burston-Marsteller; Jan Spooren, EPR; Henner Sorg; Workability Europe; Krisztina Szantai, Hungarian Permanent Representation; Eva Vasquez, European Foundation Centre; Maria Orejas, European Foundation Centre; Ludovica al Faui, S&D; Michela Costa, COFACE; Annica Ryngbeck, Social Platform; Carlotta Besozzi, EDF; Janina Arsenjeva, Disability Intergroup Secretariat
Janina.arsenjeva@edf-feph.org 

25 June 2010
7

[image: image1.png]Disability
: Intergroup 1



_1168418206.bin

