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Disability: Part of Society, Part of Europe 2020
Declaration adopted by the Board of Directors of
the European Disability Forum at its session on 20-21 March 2010
Thessaloniki, Greece
The representative voice of 65 million European citizens with disabilities, call on heads of states and governments of the European Union to recognise the importance of equalising opportunities for persons with disabilities. 
Recognising this demands backing by coherent policies and thereby giving a clear direction to the coordinated efforts of the EU institutions and EU Member States in the area of disability policy.
Therefore, we call on the European Council:

· To adopt a European Disability Pact which commits EU Member States and EU institutions alike to work towards well-defined targets for the systematic improvement of living conditions of persons with disabilities in Europe.
· To include and integrate the European Disability Pact in Europe 2020, the strategic framework for future economic and social policies of the EU. Realising the ambitious targets about higher employment and a work force with better skills presupposes that millions of disadvantaged persons with disabilities are given a fair chance to be part of education and working life.
· To adopt the European Disability Pact as one of the flagship initiative of Europe 2020, that will bring about the necessary coordination and coherence of policies. The Disability Pact will ensure that direct policy initiatives benefitting persons with disabilities are being taken, but also that the needs of persons with disabilities are sufficiently mainstreamed in other strands of Europe 2020. 
To achieve a more just and inclusive economic and social environment, persons with disabilities must fully benefit from all outcomes of the EU 2020 strategy. 

The EU now has an opportunity to deliver for some of its most marginalised citizens. This opportunity must be taken. Persons with disabilities are part of society, and the Disability Pact should be part of Europe 2020.
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