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How can you help? We would like to ask for your support:

1. In calling for European legislation to establish a directive which makes the indication of origin of flowers compulsory.

The country of origin of flowers is normally not indicated which makes it difficult for consumers to know where the product comes from. Even florists often do not know the origin of the flowers they sell. We would like to see a legislation which makes the labelling of all flowers obligatory.

2. In calling for European legislation to make it obligatory that flowers imported to the European Union are examined on pesticides residues. Pesticides which the World Health Organization categorizes as hazardous (WHO class I) should not be allowed to enter the European Union market. 

In the flower production highly toxic pesticides are applied. The EU does not set an upper limit on pesticide residues for imported flowers as they do for food. The use of highly toxic pesticides is a threat to the health of flower workers as governments in many producing countries do not protect their workers adequately against the risks. Florists and consumers are concerned about their health too. In Germany, some skin diseases of florists are already acknowledged as an occupational disease. 

3. In promoting fair public procurement:

Promote the implementation of the EC-directive 2004/18/EG on public procurement in the European countries and in the bodies of the European Union itself. The integration of social and environmental criteria into public procurement conditions supports better working and environmental conditions in the flower production.

4. In promoting ratification of ILO Convention No. 110 (on plantation workers):

We see the ILO Convention No. 110 as highly important for the enhancement of the working conditions of the flower workers. 

In the paper “Large-scale and land acquisitions and leases”, 11th June 2009, the Special Rapporteur on the right to food, Mr. Olivier de Schutter, has highlighted that plantation workers are in multiple ways disadvantaged compared with workers in urban areas. He calls the ILO Plantations Convention (No. 110) particular relevant to the development of large-scale investments in agriculture. So far only 10 countries have ratified the Convention.

For more information on the global cut flower industry and fair flowers?

For further information on the campaign, please contact Gundi Dick from Volkshilfe Österreich on gundi.dick@volkshilfe.at or see the campaign website.
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